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T h e Pocket Guide t o Ciudad Tmjillo. By Erwin Walter Palm. (Ciudad
Trujillo: Impresora Dominicana, C. por A,, 1951. Pp. 56.)
Of all the cities in the West Indies Ciudad Trujillo, the capital of the
Dominican Republic, is one of the most important from an historical point
of view. T h e present city, founded in 1502 by Nicolh de Ovando, its
first governor, boasts a wealth of historic monuments that date back to the
very first years of its growth. Here the son of Christopher Columbus,
Diego Col6n, ruled as viceroy; and from this port many of the pioneer
conquistadors sailed forth to discover and conquer new lands. Even the
earthquake of 1930, which destroyed large sections of the city, spared
most of the old monuments. Today with its spacious avenues and modern
new buildings it stands as one of the most interesting cities of the Caribbean,
where the atmosphere of the Old World blends harmoniously with the
quick tempo of a present-day busy metropolis. Its name was changed in
1936 from Santo Domingo to Ciudad Trujillo, as a tribute to the president
under whose direction the new city was rebuilt.
Erwin Walter Palm in this pocket guide gives a brief but adequate description of the city, especially in its historical aspects. This guide will be
particularly useful to the visitor who has only a few days at his disposal
for sightseeing. In the introduction the author gives a brief history of the
city and describes its art and plant life. The itineraries, which form the
bulk of the brochure, endeavor to cover most of the historic monuments,
but give only passing mention to modern structures. The guide also contains a number of illustrations and a map of the city. T h e author is well
qualified for this work since he is professor of history and art at the University of Santo Domingo and has made a special study of the historic monuments of the island. T o help the reader understand the detailed information
he gives, the guide contains a glossary explaining the architectural and
archaeological terms used. Because of this technical phraseology, the casual
reader may find his style stilted and too academic. His illustrations are
quite apt, especially the two nineteenth-century engravings.
Of particular interest is his description of the qthedral, considered the
oldest in the Americas. It contains the tomb of Christopher Columbus,
which according to the author was "discovered by accident in 1877." T h e
remains of the great discoverer will eventually rest in the Columbus Memorial Lighthouse to be erected near the site of the old city, called Nueva
Isabela, founded in 1498 by BartolomC Col61.1, the brother of Columbus.
This monument, made in the form of an immense horizontal cross, was

started a few years ago, but its completion is problematical because of a
lack of funds. Other places described in detail are the historic church and
monastery of the Dominican friars and the palace of Diego C0l6n. There
is also a description of the museum near the palace, which contains an
excellent collection of archaeological objects belonging to the Taino Indians,
who inhabited the island before its discovery by the white man. The ruins
of the old church and monastery of San Francisco are also briefly described,
although one would have liked to find more details of this ancient structure,
for the Franciscans came to the island with the second voyage of Columbus,
and the present extensive ruins stand as a mute testimony to their many and
varied activities. Many other places of historic interest are aptly described,
among them the National Treasury building, which was formerly a Jesuit
church.
The pocket guide to Ciudad Trujillo is a serious effort on the part of the
author to offer visitors worthwhile information about one of the oldest
cities in the Western Hemisphere. It is therefore a small but worthy contribution to Spanish American history, which found its origins in this
vicinity. It is hoped that this is but the beginning of a more ample guide,
for among all the centers of the New World with a great historic past,
there is none more deserving of the honor than this old city of Santo Dom i n g ~ ,recently changed with its present-day new look to the Ciudad
Truiillo.
LEONARD
BACIGALUPO,
O.F.M.

Academy of American Franciscan History,
Washington, D.C.
Union List of Microfilms. [Revised, enlarged and cumulated edition.] The
Philadelphia Bibliographical Center and Union Library Catalogue.
(Ann Arbor, Michigan: J. W. Edwards. 1951. Pp. xvi, 1,961 cols.,
$17.50.)
Nine years after the publication of the original Union List of Microfilms,
the Philadelphia Bibliographical Center and Union Library Catalogue has
completed editorial work on a cumulated, revised and enlarged edition of
a reference tool that is of national and even international significance.

J. Perriam Danton, in the Foreword to the original list published in
1942, described the use to which the Union List should be put.
(1) As an aid to libraries and possibly individuals in building up
collections of specialized material; ( 2 ) As a tool to locate films and
as a guide for interlibrary loan; ( 3 ) As a preventive of duplicate
reproduction activities on the part of libraries wishing to secure copies
of out-of-the-way materials; (4) As an aid in the shaping of a planned policy for further filming.
The present edition is a systematic listing of 25,000 microfilms owned by
197 institutions. Each entry, checked against some authoritative biblio-

